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Ref. COMM(25)02232        03/09/2025 

 

Joint Statement 

Commission’s proposal falls short – EU-Mercosur 

Deal still a threat to sustainability and fair 

competition 

Our organisations take note of today’s Commission proposal on the ratification of the EU–
Mercosur Partnership Agreement and its accompanying plan to operationalise the bilateral 

safeguard mechanism. While this initiative clarifies certain aspects of safeguard 

implementation, critical questions remain over how such a unilateral legal act would be 

voted on, enforced, and accepted by Mercosur countries as a binding commitment by the 

Commission.  

Beyond this addition, our longstanding concerns remain unchanged — particularly the 

divergences in production standards and the sustainability challenges which represent the 

core and unresolved problem of this agreement. The Commission may insist it has “listened 

to farmers,” but facts indicate clearly that EU agriculture continues to be treated as a 
bargaining chip in trade negotiations.  

The same pattern evident in the recent U.S. arrangement risks being repeated in ongoing 

trade talks with other third countries. Sensitive agricultural sectors already under pressure 

risk suffering unbearable cumulative impacts.   

This push for ratification comes at a time of great uncertainty in European agricultural 

policy. Key decisions on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and the 

Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) are still pending. Yet the Commission is already 

promising a ‘safety net’ for the EU–Mercosur agreement — an assurance that lacks 

credibility and only adds to the existing confusion.  

We are also deeply concerned by the ratification process envisaged by the Commission 

with its “split agreement” approach. While trade is indeed an exclusive EU competence, 
bypassing national parliamentary scrutiny on such a politically and economically sensitive 

deal undermines democratic legitimacy and amounts to a political push-through. Given 

the initial negotiating mandate and the far-reaching implications for European agriculture, 

national parliaments should also be consulted.  

Our sector’s sensitivities, sustainability efforts, production standards, and the trust of 
citizens must be fully respected and protected. This agreement fails to meet these 
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requirements. We therefore urge the Council and MEPs to reject the Commission’s 
proposal. 

-END-  

On behalf of the following associations: 

AVEC – Association of Poultry Processors and Poultry Trade in the EU countries 

CEFS – European Association of Sugar Manufacturers 

CEPM – European Confederation of Maize Production 

CIBE – International Confederation of European Beet Growers 

COPA-COGECA - The united voice of farmers and their cooperatives in the European 

Union 

ePURE - European Renewable Ethanol Association 

EUWEP – European Union of Wholesale with Eggs, Egg Products, Poultry and Game 

iEthanol - European Industrial & Beverage Ethanol Association 

SELMA - The Sustainable European Livestock & Meat Association 

 

Birthe Steenberg - Secretary General AVEC ׀ELPHA ׀EPB +32 492 10 75 71 

bs@avecpoultry.eu  

Catherine Jaworowska- Communications & Social Affairs Officer CEFS +32 2 774 51 07 

catherine.jaworowska@cefs.org  

Arthur Boy - Policy Advisor for economic affairs CEPM +33 6 79 05 78 31 

arthur.boy@agpm.com  

Elisabeth Lacoste – Director CIBE +32 2 50 46 091 elisabeth.lacoste@cibe-europe.eu  

Ksenija Simovic - Senior Policy Advisor COPA-COGECA +32 473 66 30 71 

ksenija.simovic@copa-cogeca.eu  

Craig Winneker - Director of Communications ePURE +32 2 657 35 69 winneker@epure.org  

Clara Hagen - Secretary General EUWEP +31 30 637 8844 Clara.Hagen@euwep.org  

Gabriela Tatian - Director of Government Affairs iEthanol +32 (0) 470624246 

tatian@iethanol.eu  

Baptiste Pruvost - Policy Officer SELMA +33 6 76 72 91 95 contact@selma-association.com 
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